
THOUGHTS ON THE BIBLE AND REFUGEES AND INTERNATIONAL PEOPLE 

-In Matthew 2:13-15, Jesus’ parents are forced to flee with him to Egypt as refugees.  
 

According to David Platt, “In the first story we have about [Jesus] after His birth, 
he flees to Egypt. Like a refugee, Jesus was driven to a foreign country by a 
murderous king.” (Platt, 1/31/17, radical.net) 

 
-In the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), “Jesus makes it clear that our 
‘neighbor’ includes the stranger and anyone fleeing persecution and violence, 
regardless of their faith or country,” as our letter states. 
 
-When Jesus comes in disguise as those who are in need in the “least of these” 
passage (Matthew 25:31-46), Jesus said“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” 
 
-Paul said that in Christ, “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 
3:28). This certainly applies to our Christian brothers and sisters who are being denied 
refuge in our land, but I believe also applies to the way we view all others based on 
religion, race, status, and gender. 
 
-One of these verses that seems particularly applicable has shades of the Golden Rule 
within, “Do not oppress a foreigner, you yourselves know how it feels to be 
foreigners, because you were foreigners in Egypt.”(Exodus 23:9, NIV) 
 
-In the formative days of the first Hebrew communities, God commanded his people to 
love the foreigner in their lands as if he or she were native-born, and to love the 
foreigner as one loves oneself (Leviticus 19:34). 
 
-God also gave practical instructions, like intentionally leaving extra food available on 
the edges, grounds, and vines of one’s fields so that the foreigner or poor person who 
may pass through will find nourishment. (Leviticus 19:9-10). 
 
-God also commanded them to defend the defenseless foreigner and to provide him or 
her with food and clothing (Deuteronomy 10:18-19). 
 
-Late in the Old Testament story, God commanded His people to fight for justice on 
behalf of the foreigner (Malachi 3:5). 
 
For those who argue there is a biblical justification for turning our backs on refugees 
(i.e. the walls built around Jerusalem or God’s judgment of nations who worship false 
gods), I beg to differ. In fact, I would argue just the opposite. This final Scripture comes 
at the dedication of the first temple of Jerusalem–AFTER its walls had been completed. 



Solomon prayed: “As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel 
but has come from a distant land because of your name— for they will hear of 
your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when they 
come and pray toward this temple, then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. 
Do whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may 
know your name and fear you, as do your own people Israel, and may know that 
this house I have built bears your Name.” (1 Kings 8:41-43,  NIV) 
 
If that did not hit you, read it again. Solomon prayed that God would answer the prayers 
of any foreigner who calls out to Him for help, SO THAT all peoples from every nation 
would know God’s name and worship Him with reverence. God’s commission was not to 
keep the nations away, but to bring them in and share the Good News about God’s 
name with them. Israel was clearly allowed to defend herself against her enemies, but 
never to close her doors off completely to those who would call on God for help. 

 


